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What is Placemaking?

Project ContextEdited Excerpts

2Virginia Street Urban Placemaking Study



Virginia Street is the 
backbone of the downtown 
neighborhood. It connects 
the City's assets, is a 
platform for creativity, and is 
a safe and inviting place to 
walk or spend time for 
Renoites and visitors alike.

Vision Statement 
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250’0’ 500’ 1000’

Project Site

Areas of Influence

15 min walk or 5 
minute bike ride To UNR

To 4th St 
Station

To Midtown

To Locomotion 
Plaza

and Dog Park

To Neon Line

To Riverwalk 
Parks

To Greater 
Nevada Field
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Virginia Street Urban Placemaking Study

Project Phase 1
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Outcomes

People desire to see:

A

Platform for Creativity & InnovationB

Local Economic Development

C Enhanced Connectivity & Climate

D

18/7 Activation & Programming
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Virginia Street Urban Placemaking Study

Project Phase 2
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Outcomes

Strategic moves:
1.Celebrate the character areas
2.Elevate the baseline
3.Connect the dots
4.Activate the underutilized
5.Activate the edges
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Virginia Street Urban Placemaking Study

Recommendation 
Framework

Edited Excerpts

5 
Strategic 
Moves

36 
Placemaking 

Profiles + Actions

Strategies, 
Sections, + 
Concepts
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See the full study for all 
39 pages of recommendations
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Upper Area:
UNR + Student residences

Middle Area:
Entertainment and 
growing population

Lower Area:
Civic & Cultural with 

River access

250’0’ 500’ 1000’
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1 Strategic move

Celebrate the 
character areas
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2 Strategic move

Elevate the baseline
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Lower area - Pioneer Center Section

77.5’ outer edge of sidewalk to outer edge of sidewalk. 
Sidewalk width may vary slightly based on built form

Lower 
Area
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Edited Excerpts

Central Downtown Special Condition

2 Strategic move

Elevate the baseline

Middle 
Area

76’ building to building. Sidewalk width may vary slightly based on built form
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2 Strategic move

Elevate the baseline
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Upper area - Existing Improved 

122’ outer edge of sidewalk to sidewalk
Upper 
Area



Gehl — Making Cities for People Virginia Street Urban Placemaking Study 11

2 Strategic move

Elevate the baseline
Events along Virginia Street

Minimum 15 -20’ center 
through lane maintained for 
event goers and fire access

Spillover seating in adjacent 
furniture zone

Bike lane, buffers, and 
portions of vehicular travel 
lanes used for event setup

Existing rolled 
curbs maintained

Clear adjacent 
sidewalks
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Virginia Street Urban Placemaking Study

Edited Excerpts
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3 Strategic move

Connect the dots

12250’0’ 500’ 1000’

Upper Area

Middle Area

Lower Area

Key Intersections to 
Target Improvements



Virginia Street Urban Placemaking Study

Controlled turn 
intersections

Edited Excerpts

3 Strategic move

Connect the dots

Corner radii + 
crossings

Bike crossing + 
boxes

Refuge islandsNeckdowns 

Signal timing + 
prioritization

Intersection principles

Encourage through 
traffic to use parallel 

roads

Removing slip turns
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Edited Excerpts
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4 Strategic move

Activate the underutilized

250’0’ 500’ 1000’

Locomotion Plaza + 
Biggest Little Dog Park

Partnership 
Plaza

Casino 
Plazas

City Center Plaza

Douglas and 
Fulton Alley

Lincoln Alley

Believe 
Plaza

The Basement 
Parking LotPioneer Center 

Plaza

Starbucks 
Mini -Plaza

144     

Key Activation  Location

Potential Future Activation Site

Walgreens 
Sidewalk Edge

Upper Area

Middle Area

Lower Area
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Locomotion Plaza 2.0

Edited Excerpts
Public seating

Clear connections between  
plaza and street activations

Shade covering and 
additional lighting

Street closures for complimentary 
programming that the plaza cannot support

Weekly / Monthly recurring 
advertised event

Activation of parking 
garage frontages

Supporting furnishings
e.g. bike racks
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The ROW Placita 

Edited Excerpts

Temporary seating (moveable by forklift to 
clear placita when needed for events)

Space for pedicab pickup to better 
connect to and from other districts

Wayfinding to neighboring 
districts and attractions

Integrated greenery in 
seating installations
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BELIEVE Plaza 3.0

Edited Excerpts

Playful installation 
(splashpad) for family draw

Concession stand to provide 18/7 
draw, lunch, snacks, and beverages 
for all seasons, hot or cold

Movable shade and seating to 
enjoy a moment of respite

Bleacher seating for people watching, 
located near  pickup/dropoff  zone

Tourist information outpost integrated 
with concession stand provides visitors 
with easily accessible guidance

Additional greening 
tree canopy

Activations in parking lots 
adjacent to both sides of the River Additional greening 

ground plantings
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Edited Excerpts
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5 Strategic move

Activate the edges

County Parking Lot

City Hall Ground Floor
Lincoln Alley

City Center 
Construction Fence

Compass Point

College of 
Business

Douglas + 
Fulton Alleys

Whitney 
Peak Patios

El Dorado 
Starbucks

Whitney Peak 
Parking Storefront

El Dorado 
Frontage

Silver Legacy 
Starbucks 
Entrance

Circus Circus 
Murals

Circus Circus 
Parking Garage

250’0’ 500’ 1000’

Potential Edge Activation

Future Development Opportunity + 
Temporary  Edge Beautification
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Circus Circus Garage Micro Retail

Edited Excerpts

Parking stalls transformed into micro -
retail units. Mix of local retail, quick -

mart, and beverage businesses

Seating nooks with space for movable tables 
and chairs connected to businesses

Existing iconic siding 
incorporated into gates for 
new businesses

Benches and bike racks 
integrated into tree line
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Maker Row @Court Street 

Edited Excerpts Parking lot maintained 
behind micro shops

Micro plaza with seating and 
space for art exhibition

Pop up workshop spaces for 
local makers and artists

Pop up gallery spaces for local 
makers and artists

Community services



Virginia Street Urban Placemaking Study

Phase 1 Actions

●Streetscape furnishing 
zone improvements

●Facade improvement & 
activation

● Locomotion Plaza 2.0
●The ROW Placita

Edited Excerpts

2222

Phase 1: Prioritized 
Placemaking 

Locomotion 
Plaza 2.0

Streetscape 
furnishing zone 
improvements

1

Circus Circus Garage 
Micro Units

1

1 ROW Placita

1

Facade improvements + 
activations

1
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Locomotion Plaza 2.0

Edited Excerpts
Public seating

Clear connections between  
plaza and street activations

Shade covering and 
additional lighting

Street closures for complimentary 
programming that the plaza cannot support

Weekly / Monthly recurring 
advertised event

Activation of parking 
garage frontages

Supporting furnishings
e.g. bike racks
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The ROW Placita 

Edited Excerpts

Temporary seating (moveable by forklift to 
clear placita when needed for events)

Space for pedicab pickup to better 
connect to and from other districts

Wayfinding to neighboring 
districts and attractions

Integrated greenery in 
seating installations
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Phase 2: Prioritized 
Placemaking 

1
Streetscape and signal 
timing improvements

1

1

1

2

Believe Plaza 
3.0 initiation 2

Phase 2 Actions

●Streetscape 
improvements across the 
site

●Streetscape 
improvements lower area

●Streetscape 
improvements middle area

●Believe Plaza 3.0 initiation
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BELIEVE Plaza 3.0

Edited Excerpts

Playful installation 
(splashpad) for family draw

Concession stand to provide 18/7 
draw, lunch, snacks, and beverages 
for all seasons, hot or cold

Movable shade and seating to 
enjoy a moment of respite

Bleacher seating for people watching, 
located near  pickup/dropoff  zone

Tourist information outpost integrated 
with concession stand provides visitors 
with easily accessible guidance

Additional greening 
tree canopy

Activations in parking lots 
adjacent to both sides of the River Additional greening 

ground plantings



Virginia Street Urban Placemaking Study

Phase 3 Actions

●Streetscape 
improvements upper area

●Maker Row @Court
●Believe Plaza 3.0 capital 

improvements

Edited Excerpts
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Phase 3: Prioritized 
Placemaking 

Maker Row @ 
Court Street

1

1

1

Believe Plaza 3.0 capital 
improvements

Upper Area streetscape 
improvements

1

2

3

3

3
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Maker Row @Court Street 

Edited Excerpts Parking lot maintained 
behind micro shops

Micro plaza with seating and 
space for art exhibition

Pop up workshop spaces for 
local makers and artists

Pop up gallery spaces for local 
makers and artists

Community services
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Motion 
I move to accept the study and adopt the phased 
implementation plan as presented.

Edited Excerpts
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